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Mark 1:14-20
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel 
of God, and saying,  "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 
repent and believe in the gospel."

Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother 
of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen.   And Jesus said 
to them, "Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men." And 
immediately they left their nets and followed him.  And going on a little 
farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in 
their boat mending the nets.  And immediately he called them, and they left 
their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him.

Do you remember the movie, Top Gun? Tom Cruise, Anthony Edwards, and Val 
Kilmer fly F-14 Tomcats off and back onto aircraft carriers.  As they try to be the 
best fighter pilots in the U.S. Navy.  So, what does that have to do with being fishers 
of men?

It’s a way of asking the question, “Does the idea of fishing confuse us about what it 
means to be fishers of men?”  When fishing is mentioned, what do you think of?  
Recreation.  Relaxation.  Stress relief.  Fly fishing in Montana. Trout fishing in the 
Ozarks.  But when Jesus spoke to Peter and Andrew, James and John about fishing, 
what did they think of?  Did they think about recreation and relaxation?  No.  When 
they heard the word fishing they thought about work that put food on the family 
table.  That meant the difference between eating and going hungry.   And they 
thought about the sudden storms on the Sea of Galilee.  Storms that were life 
threatening to even the most experienced fishermen.  For those four men, fishing 
was not recreation or relaxation.  It was a life or death mission. 

So is fishing for men.  Working to bring people to Jesus is a life or death mission. 
Jesus offers new life and eternal life to those who are perishing.  So, this morning 
instead of using a possibly confusing idea for what Jesus calls us to do, fishing, I was 
hoping you would indulge me.  And let me use an image that cannot confuse us:  the 
Navy fighter pilot.  As in Top Gun.

Before a fighter pilot can take off on a mission, there is a series of steps to go 
through.  First, the air boss gives the signal to remove the chocks.  The chocks are 
what lock the wheels of the jet so that it can’t accidentally roll forward.  Unless the 
chocks are removed, the fighter pilot can’t take off.  
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Unless certain things are removed in our lives, we can’t take off on our mission.  
Before Jesus issued the call to follow Him, He issued the call to repent.  “Repent 
and believe the good news.” Repentance comes first.  The removal of all stumbling 
blocks.  Because our sins are stumbling blocks that hold us back from carrying out 
our mission.  We must ask ourselves, “Are we willing to break with every sin of 
which we are aware and give up everything that weakens our conscience?  Are we 
willing to live in a right relationship with all people?”

The next thing the air boss does is to look at the pilot and give the thumbs up 
signal.  Which the pilot must return.  The pilot’s thumbs up signal says he is ready.  
He is confident.  

That makes us think of the second part of Jesus’ command in verse 15: “…and 
believe the good news.”  Belief in, confidence in Jesus Christ as the one and only 
Savior from sin, eternal death, and the power of the devil is our thumbs up. So we 
must ask ourselves, “Are we ready?  Are we willing to place ourselves totally into 
Jesus’ nail-scarred hands, to depend on Him totally?”

The air boss not only gives the pilot the thumbs up signal. He gives the pilot a signal 
that looks like a spiraling motion.  This tells the pilot that the engines of his aircraft 
are powered up and ready.  Just as the pilot needs to be ready, so the aircraft needs 
to be ready.  

So, is God ready, because He’s the One with the power?  The power we need to do 
this mission.  Is God ready to work through us?  Jesus says,  Yes. “The time is 
come…the kingdom of God is near.”  Which means God is ready to change people.  
To change their priorities.  To change their direction.  To give them new life.  But 
change can upset people and disturb relationships.  That’s why we know that words 
about what we believe are not just words.  Words about Jesus are like jet engines.  
They have a great deal of power.  To either comfort or upset people.  So, speaking 
such words is not easy.  Speaking such powerful words that can comfort or upset 
people and allowing God the chance to change people, to disturb and upset their 
preconceived notions of life is not easy. 

This is the point at which we might say that, “Okay, it’s not easy.  It’s still our duty. 
The time is come.  Let’s take off and do the mission.  Live each day as if it were your 
last.” You know, the essence of this account here in Mark chapter one is not, “Live 
each day as if it were your last.” Yes, there is an urgency to Jesus’ call to Peter and 
Andrew, James and John. “The time is come…  Without delay He called them… At 
once they left their nets to follow Him.” (verses 15, 20, and 18) But there is also 
here in the Bible a sense of a new beginning. Isn’t that what makes the Gospel good 
news?  The four men leave their fishing nets for a new direction, a new and different 
kind of fishing, a new life.  

The good news of the Bible is that there can be new life, a new beginning, a fresh 
start.  The Good News of Jesus’ death on the cross for your sins is that you can live 
each day as if it were your first. “That as Christ was raised from the dead so we too 
shall live in newness of life.”  Each and every morning when you wake up, Jesus is 
ready to change you and me, to make us stronger Christians than we were the day 
before.  For this is the same Jesus who will change our mortal bodies into eternal 
ones, by the same power by which He rose from the dead.  Every day Jesus is ready 
and has plenty of power to “make us fishers of men.”  Every day Jesus is ready and 
able to bring about in us the repentance we need, to give us what we need to 
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believe the good news, and to give us a fresh start.  Because Jesus is the aircraft and 
the engines.  His Words, His baptizing of you,  His Lord’s Supper supply the power 
for us to do the mission. 

Now, it’s time for the air boss to give the last signal.  One last time he looks straight 
at the pilot, and he renders him a perfect salute. It is a serious moment in an 
otherwise routine procedure.  The salute reminds the pilot of the life or death 
possibilities of every takeoff, every mission, every landing.  

That is the nature of our mission, too.  So, it can at times seem daunting.  At other 
times it may not even seem so urgent.  After all, it was a long time ago that Jesus 
said, “The time is come.”  Yet, we never know when for that lost person “their time 
has come.” The matter is urgent.  It is a mission of life or death.  And the One who 
calls us to this mission is uniquely familiar with the mission of life and death.  So, He 
uniquely provides the life, the power for us to take off and to do the mission new 
each day as if it were our first.
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